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Baghda"al Beauty is am. oncocyclus iris. It gr"ovrs about J2-14 inehes
taII in the lililkes garden in Tujunga, Cal-ifornia. It is ferti.le,
increases wsllr produces seed that gertninates well but has no polle:ro
Baghdad Beauty has a li.ght wine-tinged base color with dark violet
veins. The falls are slightly darker that the standards and are set
vrith a very dark signal. ft stays open long ancl we]1 and is a real
beauty" It is reporbed to do vveli in many regionsr'ineludjng Ca:rarlao.

The tall bearded. irises vrere blooning in the gardens in Chihuahua,
l,,Iexico. Although there were not many gardens of them it vras a pJ-ea.-
sure to start the iris season i.n March. In Southern California rnany
tytrres of irises were blooming, I had an opportunity to visit the
Tom and Tfiloh Wilkes garden where most of tire aril plantings are
located. Mrs. TJilkesr C.Gr White crosses nere bloomins by the hun-
dreds and made a beautiful sight on thair sloping backyard. hillside*
},Irs. rfilkes w&s in the garclen worllingi enthusiastically. She is es-
pecia-lly interested in a C.G. Ifhite labelled Tf-7 rrrhich was believed
to be 1/4 onco but has been lost. Only i-ts progeny renain. She al-so
has some excellent crosses fron Syriam L[oon, yeIlor rdth a pu.rple
spot. Ih another article I 8i11. give you a more detailed account of
the manJr beautiful aril, spuria and Japanese irises that were
blooning in Southern Californiar
Spring seens to be here. The snovr is gone, the killdeer and robins
are chirpi.ng and I suppose most of the irises are uncovered. Coraing
events vril1 roake the spring seem shorib. The region B meeti.:ng is at
Itilest Salem on April l8th. there will be an executive board neeting
in early Mayr fhe early iris show is ],{ay Uth and the June Show
Jr.ure 5th and lth, the AIS NationaJ- Convention on L{ay lOth to June 2.
trTe hope to see you all Thursday, April 16th at the monthly nreeting.

- Julius YiadekamPer

A special rvord i.s indeed due menbers and g:uests of the fwin Ciiy
Iris Society vrho contributecl in a parti-cu1ar r,ray to make ][arch 19 a
menorable date" There rrere many good cooks rrho tiekled our palates
with their tastiest dishes for our pot luck supperr And what a v&r-
iety of irises rere depictedl Such chara,c*eriz*ions were clever,
elaborate, funny, dramatic - and. crazyt [hey were all such fun - anr]
deserving of the kisses they all received. Thark you to the Goitdards
and the Ltillers who served a-s judges for the various categories.
But you who were unfortunate enough to be absent fron thj-s meeting
vrould never believe the tidbitg of useless but interesting inforn-
ation gleaned about mernbers and guests in attendprlc€r lrtre nere all
born - from Sigurney, Iowa to }',lest Germmy. Iife have singers and,
dancers, runners and sw'immers, a:rd one vrhose ankles intrigued her
future nate, 0f real note i.s the fact that every one present parti-
cipatedt Th:Ls was truly a red letter event - asrd d.eserving of our
deepest gratitud.e. Tharks to each of you for making it a suecessful
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Speaker for the j'rpril neeting of the S,rin City lrj.s Soci.ety m.ill
be Mrs. Robert Reyer of St. Pau1, who will be offering "Tips on ;[mar:g'ingt'o
L{rs" Reyer has judged the arbistic sectlon of our June show several tines
and rril1 be givlng encouragexlent to potential amangers. Ltrs. Reyer is a
certified judge of the Minnesota Horticultural Soci.ety and an accredited
judge of the National Council of Garden Clubs" She is 1st, Vice President
of the tr'ederated Gard.en Clubs of }iH.nnesota.

- Charlotte Sindt
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Orrr Early lrj-s $hov tri11 be he1d, this year on Sund.ay, i,Iay.IJ at our regular r:ree,-
ing. place, The Guarenty State Baak of Robbinsdale, 37O0 17est Broadway. Exhi.bits may
be entered between 6 antt 9:45 that morningr Judg:ing should begin pronptly a't lOAIr,i a.nct

the show will be open to the public for viewing between 12 and 6. We want to stress
that all classes are open to anyone wtro cares to enter. There w"ilI be some one there
to help in placing the exhibits in the proper classes. If arqrone has arry sorb of lris
ln bloom that d.ay, he is invited to bring it to the show and join in the fu:r.

[here was some question last year about a suitabte way to extribit species I.
aphylla. Aphylla varietj-es are low brancheil and sonetines the bottom branch grows
right from the rlrizoner Rules coneerning specimen stalks state that branches must be
attaehed to the sta1k. [his vou1il necessitate cutting into thd rhizone. That is asklng
qui-te a lot of a,n orhibitor, The conunittee feels that it is enough that the stalk and
branch be cut low and shomn together, not necessarily attachedr

The Jr:ne Show has d,ivisions to accomnodate commercial, experiencecl amateurs, and
novice exhibitors. Some have erryressed the feeling that such an arrang:enent would be
desirable for the Early Show. Y'{e agree, but it wonrt work yet because there are too
few grovrers. The greatest nunber of exh:ibits by far are shown by a few growers who
have more or less specialized. i.n snal1 irises. A division at this time could leave too
narqr classes yJ'ith too few entries, If everyone would grow a few varleties of each type
of iris, and everyone exi:j-bited even one or two each Xearr we coulcl restmcture the
show to the benefit of allr It is still easier to take home a ribbon i.n May than Jwter

- Carol lankow

BOOK REVIETf -- I\E!T "IPPH.OACH T0 DESICN PRINCIPLES by .1,nne Bernat Sutter.
.kailable through National Council Books, Incr St. Louis, Mo. $$7.95

A generously illustrated tert by a National Council Flover Show School instructor,
this book presents the relationship of the elements and pri-nciples in floral design
as a chart on the inside front coyerr The author proceeds to explain this chart in
her terb.

[he tvro principle divisions, Selecting the Elenents and Constructing the Design,
are subd'ivided and discr'Lssecl in clear and precise terns. Bi' the use of bold face type
and spaciag between the paragraphs, it is possible, after reading the textr to return
to it ancl find just the reference you need m-ithout searching through endless pagesr
The approach is very log:ical, easy to followr md nakes sense even to one who has had
very litt1e experience in arang"ing flowers"

There a,re seven pages of color charts, 22 color plates, and 48 black and wirite
illustrations to assist the reader. The glossary of terns j-s another bonus. .L11

amangers, nhether beginners or mastersn and certainly all judges, can benefit from
the excellent material as it is presented ln this book.

a Mrs. K. trfo Fisher



SPURITI IRISES AIE FOR YOU, T00

By Ben R Hager

Spuria i.ris, it turns out, 'i:trIff grow and produce ln cold wjriter climatee, This
has been proven by such grolirers as Lilrs, Ruth Johnson in lTest Fargo, Norbh Dakotao
the Spuria Iris Society Display Garden in Denver, Colorado and other friends and
growers ln northern or nountainous coirntry where the u:inters could induce rrightnares
in a native Cal-ifornian like ne. Spuri-as do take hot suarfler temperatures to nature
and bloonc This is their secret that we are just beginning to see through. Unless
your suf,nmer thermoneters go over BO degrees several times dur:ing the sunrner months
you had best plant the spuria iris mith a southenr e)ieosure against a building or a
wall, Spurias can only be noved (from Califormla, at least) in tne fal1, wh:ich is a
problen for northern growers, but if they are in the ground by September first or
shortly thereafter with a good mulch providing a w'inter cover, they will take hold
and rrill not need the special attention in future s€&sonsr

Spuria j-rises are the easiest of the beardless irises to grow, being less
parhicular about soil conditions and such than the other rlprj.ma d.onnasrr of the non-
bearded secti-on. Good draj-nage is essential, Sp.rria irises will not grow in water,-
logged sol1. The soll ca;: be anything on ej.ther side of neutral but not too acid. In
other words, these irises rrill be happy in the sa,ne situation where Tall Seard.ed
irises do well. Spuria irisos are heavy feeders and applications of fertilizer,
ehemical or natural-, urill encoura,ge better results" Barrqrard manures are especially
good if they are vreII cured, and ru'ilI not create the problen they do with the
bearded irises.

Tlhen there ls little rainfall in the summer nonths, irrigation is reconnended
for firIl growbh, But sr,rmner iryigation results in the only real problern we have with
these j.rises. Ihstard seed fungus (Sclerotium rol fsii ) and rrsuJemer rotn lri1l often
affect all or most of the terminal growth in the bed, where high soil noisture and
sulnmer heat combine. A product calIed 'tterraclor" (from the Olin Llatheson Co. ) vrill
controd mustard seed firngus, but no control has as yet been found for the summer rot
except vrithholding imigation water during the hottest periods of the summer, and
conditions of excellent drainage. The Spuria Iris Society vrill soon be publishing a
pamphlet on Spuria Iris Culture. For further inforr:ration on this subject, why dontt
you join the SlS and get this publication free, or lt vrill be available for a snall
charge to non-memberg.

Spuria irises are noble plants in the garden, fonaing large clumps u'ith ta1I
sword-like foliage and flower stems ranging frorn 54 inches to over 40 inches. Flovrers
are large, soae of the ne!-iler ones approaching Ta}I Bearded iris flovrer size. They
cone in a good range of colors such as yellol-;, white, bronze, brovrn, b1ue, larrender
and types vu"ith distinct patterr:s of vei.ning and color contrasts. These irises are not
only good garden subjects, but are ideal for cutting and flower &rrangements. The
substa,nce is tough and rrilt not break so easily in handling a.s the bearded iris. Buds
will all bloonr out rvhen the stems are cut and kept in'water.

You v'riIl not
nearly all those
your collectiorlr
older ones, but,

fi-nd long lists of spurias in commerciaJ. Iistings and usually
listed are worbh grow'ing depending on the price you want to pay for
The newer ones are generally superior in forra, color and such, to
are, of course, more expensive.

Practically no work has been done ln breeding spurias j.n colder clinatic areas
and thj-s would be a great project for sone aspiring i:iis breeder" His work vrould not
only turn out new irises for our gardens, but would add much to our knowledge of this
section of the iris farnily. think it over, some of you. Itrs a lot of fun, tool

(L{r. Ben Hager hybridizes spurias - His introduction lConnoisseurt was the win:rer
of the 1969 ERIC NIES ATr,iRD and the 1959 },[ll.mt JOH],ISON ],m\[ORIll'l TROItiy.
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CUITIYAR VS. VARIETY

Cultivar is a relatively new term still not uni-versally accepted by horticul'b-
urists. Hort. Societi-es around t}e world including the ir"merican Horticulture Society
have agreed to use cultivar in preference to varietSr for named clones and for some

kinds of seerl propagated plants of horticulture importa.nce.

It is imporbarrt to end confusion that has existed in horticulture writirrgs tr-'

distinguisfr wita plant varieties from clqnes of garden origin, and others of obscure

origin but otherw'ise cultivated, Accortling to botanical usa€fe the term variety
*ppliuu to wild plants with reference to a population of closely relaterl individuals
and not to a cloie propagate,l vegetatively from a single plant. With these quite
separate meanings, variety cannoi apply as a category for both cultivated plants
and wiLci plants.

A cultivar, according to the International Code of I'romenclature for Cultivatca
named. an,1plants I!5I uay be: (1) vegetatively propagated as a clone, usually

orlglnally der5.ved from a iingte plant (inctuaing chimeras); or (2)
as in a li-ne, e.g. cultivated plants, of the term "ultirar Petunia

Do plari to come to thrls
look forward to seei-ng folrt

very special \conventionr

4

seerl. propa,gated ItRosy Ulorn t .

Arrive early and staY later fte
rn Willia,m H" Peck

19 70 Convention Chairmart

The code recommenCs two methods of citing cultlvar names in horticultural
literature, e.g. daylily or EemerocaLlis (1) cv. Cartwheels,:rr (2) 'Cartwheelst.tilhile this action of the International Code changed long establlshed custom in the
use of the term variety, there ls growing acceptance, among horticulturists, and
others working rith them,

-Frederio G. I.[eyer, Editor
reprinted from -

The American Horticultural Magazine
Journal- of the American Hort. Society, Inc.
Spring 1958

JUBIT,T",N IN NE|TI YORK CITY _ 197O

It is a great pleasure to extend to the members of Region B an invitation to
join us in celebra-ting the 50th aruriversary of the founding of the ;:.merican lris
Society, in Nerr York City vrhere the organizational neeting took place back in 1p20.
The goiden jubilee rill be the theme of the 19?0 Convention of the Society to be held
from Saturday, IIay JOth (Liemorlal Day) to Tuesday, June 2nd. The facts and figures
are being published in the ,iIS Brilletin, so I do not propose to repeat thern here.

Your host rrill be the Empire State lris Soeiety, which takes in all of Region 2

plus part of Region 1! located in Nevr Iork State. ffiany of us harre attended conven-
tions fron time to time held in widely separated spots of the country, and it is our
earnest desire that we can stage a convention reaching the high standards set by
others, mdr as others have clone before us, mai<e you and the members of other regions
who atiend remember the da6rs spent at this convention with great pleasure. I'iay you
also ret-urn houe with a feellng that you have been nade trrrly welcome end that vre

have appreciated your couing to see us and our gardens.

If we are blebsed with anything approaching a tnormal seasonrr - you will see
fine gartlens rrith grand iris displays. You rrill be headquartered in uricttown New York
City witfr opporturrities to take advantage of the many enterbainment, sightseeing, and

shopping possibilities which our clty offer"s, And not leastr Xou will spencl your
hours vrith other iri-sarians sharing the conmon interest that is such an imtrnrtant
part of every conver:tion.



SU}.MIIEH, }{ULCI{ES FOR IdOISfURE RT]TE}MION AND IIIIIED CONTROI,

By Ed Holloway

I an looking fron a window that franes a section of the garden, illumi-nated by
the eerie half light of a winter evening" This portion of the garden is a notley
neighborhood of plarrtings of chrysanthemuns, t'wo varj-eties of mock oranges, six var-
ieties of liIacs, grootendorst and. Harrisonts roses, a nurnber of varieties of peonies,
tulips, and daffodils - not in this order of arrangenent, but as they come to mind.
l{atching over this neighborhood, Ilke a country church over a cernetery, i-s a lonely
vrish:ing-well roofed with a two foot blanket of snow.

!"'le are trying to energe from forced hibernation by a ririnus 14 d.egtees belolr zercl
I see r'1Ir. llllnte::sr:indrr buslly redecorating the landscape with nervous snowflakes,
shaping and refornring the bra,i:ches of exposed shnibbery. I am vrarmed by the thought
that underneath the white forr+-fitting blanket, everything is orderly and qrript as i::
idea being born. O:r perenn:ials are relaxed i.n the arms of uorpheus and the sunner
mulches seera to be relegated to the distant future, but within the agenda of seasons,
the time w"ill soon arrive when f'Mother Nature" sha11 call her trflower ch:ildren" to
cone forth and be counted, dressed up in their Sr:nday best to make our land rr,^rnerl-,:,i:

the Beautiful."'[Te drea,m of the days to be over lavishly illustrated garden cataIo.3t,
and suddenly realize tha* spring i.s here, and the nestlng birds in the role of "tolnrerierrr give advance billing to sunnerts arrivalr

trtrhat do we do nov? - Let's first mentlon some of the necessary th:ings that
should be done before nrulchingr IrTe have loosened the winter mulch Trith a garden fork
as soon as snorr has nelted and surface thaws enough to allow novennent of nuJ.ch. Irfe

have clearod mulc! from around plants (around ,\pri} Ist), leaving it in the area
betr,veen the rorvs (if so planted) easily ava:ilable for the unpredictable I'cold snapr',
and. sprayed plants, mulch, and the surroundin€ area with a good dormant spray, insect-
icide, and fung"icide.trTe have ferbili-zed., applied trace elements and thoroughly culti-
vated this into the soi1, using care to prevent root injuryr The thing to remember is
not to nulch too early before the soil 5.s thoror:ghIy warmed.

If you have a compost grinder available, spray winter nulch once again for borer
eggs and fungus, then nrn material thru the uirit and apply 2'r to 4r' thick around
plantings, If you do not have a compost nilI available, try filing a sharp edge on a
standard garden spade (not shovel) and "chopping[ mulch on a hard-packed pat]lvay in
the garden vrhen the material is in a dry brittle state. I believe the results are
srell rorth the effort. The thicknesg of application w:il1 vary depending upon garden
conditiom with sa,ndy soils requiring heavier nulch for noisture retenti-on. It is the
opinj-on of the writer that a nininr.rm of 2tr of mulch is required to ir:luibit weed,
grom-th. If necessary, pu1I back mulch away from the rhizome dur5.ng vret vreather,

I risited one of the weLl known corurrercial grorrers soue B0O miles south of our
area last spnlnSr who is a blo-chem:ist professor in one of the state colleges. He
uses hardnood sandust for both sumner and winter mulch and clair.rs to suffer 11o

adverse effects fron excess loss of nitrogen d,ue to celluIose deconpositi-on. He,
however, flnds it necessary to rake away the sandust frorn around the rhizomes early
in spring to warm the soi1, prevent fungus grovrbh and to encourage deep root growth
for proper support of the fan

f intend to erperinent with the use of sawdust *o nulch seedlings th:ls year.
,\ last vrord on rerf,oval, if your situation is such that it is possible, you nay spray
the nulch in the fall when remoring it prior to vrinter covering, and return it to the
coupost heap. Herers wishing 3tou t'hu1ch'f success in the. Iris gardent

:. , N0]ICU 
--.I It has.been proposed to anend the Constitution of the [\,rin City

I Pres.ent readlng: ArLicle I (na"ure)

il. r'[hc nane of the Society shall be the [\zin City
iW:|lThenaroe9fJhe$ocietysnarrbeEheIri:"Society

kis Societyu

Iris Societ;r.'t
of lliitmesot&"o



ESR,TIIIZER

The Tennessee Corp. nanufactured Es-i.tin-El' (essentj-al mineral elements), Loma
fertilizer containing 11s-Min-81 and lona containing sulphate of irono These products
are no longer available, I believe we couLd purchase copperas, (sulphate of iron)
a.:ed add it to our ferbilj.zer.

the Fritto Corp, nakes fritted trace elenents but I dontt kno'tt r,rhere theS' san
be purchased,. I have used a1l of these products and belj-eved that they produced
better growth, stronger stalks and better color.

The past tvro years llve used a J-2O-2O fertilizer" Five percent nitrogen 5.s
sufficient. Diore could produce tender grovrbh and weak stalksr I dontt beiieve the
nitrogen leaches away as fast fron the nevr pelletized fertilizer as it did. fron the
powdered formr

The second element, 2@" superphosphate produces the phosphoric acid that nakes
strong roots and stems and all around good growth. However, I have read ti:at v,ten
superphosphate is used alone, that the flowers vrere pale and lacked the intense
color we so much desire.

[he third e]ement, Zffo potash proraotes root grovth and lt is ny belief that it
nakes large rhizones and. intensifies the color of the flowers. I an no authority on
this subject. I a.rn only stating what, I believe.

- Gabe

Our clinate here in the PuEet Sound reg'ion
i-s on the cool r cloudy side. Perhaps one reasorl
the sr:alJer spuria species are relatively popular
here is that they are useful rock garden subjects.

Then, too, with our wealth of available
plant nateriel , we 'are not looking for the larger,
space-filling cultivars that vrill leave unIovIey
gaps during the late fall ancl liinter ::ontkrs. rr

So far, Iris graninea is ny favorite

{4j}'-*.." it seens to ne outranks granrinea, in size
;ffi;"ffi#Ti i" oo,"*'*'r-r*q+nd.l, t-lur,V f d,J- brlU{.ll!rr urrqL,Leu brUJrcturJ r tr .LD l,lLJl-g

floriferous c \'lhetl:er or not one consld ers

alnost all at once, their season is
recall them in their prime* . o

Colchicats foliage is one-third again as long as gra,minears (29" and 20 L/Z"t
respecti.vefy), tw"ice the vridth at the widest parb of the 1ea.f (naore tlnur L/2" for
colchica and, L/4" for gram:inea), and the larger plant has lighter green colora-bion,
without the lightly lacquered look of grarainears foliage. The leaves of both droop
gracefully, but the small scale of grarninea makes it the more apirropriate choice for
the front of the border, or for the rock garden. Colchicars flowers are at least
tw"iee the size--and not as fragrant. Soth appear to produce two buds per sten;
colcbica, as Itve said, opens the trro akaost at the same ti.rae, and alt the stems
flower at once, so there is one splendid burst of b1oom, anrl then the show is overs
0n the other hand, graminea produces--a bit furtively--two utterly exqu:isite little
blue and rose-violet flowers that fo11ow each other at a decorous several day i.nter-
vaIs1 Bo'bh are practically fool-proof for the nop-floreer arra.nger, because the
flattened stems carry a leaf beyond the blosson; it remains only to choose a suitable
containerr md perhaps to delete one of colchicars two flowerso..,

re-printed from SPURIA IRIS S0CIETY NE'I7SLETTm., Jdy, t)5)
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tlr-ls is in its favor depends on whether
one prefers a dri zz,le or a dornpour of
these spid,ery blue-violet flolref,s r Colchica
has the unfortunate hablt cf openlng out

so flcc-i; j-n,-, that orlc r s : i r::rcry is strained to


